
To our Harrison Family; 

 

My last update was Monday and I received several inquiries about “no update” 

yesterday, oh my! So, I’m pleased that you’ve come to expect daily updates. The reality 

is that my schedule yesterday and last night was crazy and thankfully there was 

nothing pressing to share. At this point the conventional thinking is to move to an 

update every other day, barring any crucial information that needs to be conveyed. 

Therefore, I will now provide updates on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Depending 

on the need, I may add one over the weekend. I sincerely appreciate all the feedback 

I’ve been getting in email responses, so keep them coming. 

  

UPDATING THE STATE, COUNTY & LOCAL NUMBERS 

I’ll start by updating you on the numbers over the last 48 hours. You’ve probably seen 

TV reports about the spike in New Jersey COVID-19 deaths on Monday (reported 

yesterday). Statewide, we lost 379 residents on Monday and an additional 310 on 

Tuesday. That brings the state total to 5,063 fatalities. There has been a total of 95,865 

positive tests in New Jersey since the inception of the outbreak, with 95,794 residents 

testing negative. 

  

In Gloucester County, the positive test count is now 851, with 84 coming in the last 

two days. A total of 2,821 county residents have tested negative to date. It pains me to 

report that we have lost 4 more souls in the last 48 hours; all males ages 65, 72, 92 & 

94. As a community we grieve these loses and send our condolences and prayers to the 

families and neighboring communities in which they live. The Coronavirus has now 

claimed the lives of 31 Gloucester County residents. 



  

In Harrison, there have been 3 additional positive tests since Monday, bringing that 

total to 27. These new cases are males, ages 29 & 43 and a female, age 52. Thankfully, 

we have not lost a Harrison resident to the virus. 

  

Though we clearly recognize the increase in these numbers, across the board, this was 

not unexpected. All the models indicated that we (in South Jersey) were trailing the 

NYC-North Jersey outbreak by about two weeks. The expectation, and hope, is that we 

are approaching the apex of the outbreak here. It goes without saying that we must 

maintain our safety protocols (repeated hand washing, staying at home and social 

distancing when required to be among others and wearing masks, etc.) at this time. 

  

I’m compelled to tell you that on our County Call today, the county Department of 

Health representative went out of her way to stress maintaining these protocols. We 

have done a good job so far. Stay the course, so we can be in position for the Governor 

to ease the restrictions currently in place. 

  

On Friday I will update you on the results of the County Drive-Thru Testing event 

scheduled for tomorrow at Rowan College at South Jersey. Also, remember to leverage 

the resources the County is providing by checking the Gloucester County COVID-19 

Dashboard. 

  

PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS OPTIONS 

With regard to Property Tax collection, I’ve had several questions about how payments 

can be made considering the municipal building is closed to residents? As I have noted 
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previously, all municipal departments continue to function and provide resident 

services; this includes the Tax Collector/Sewer Clerk Office. The staff is in that office 

every day, as they are working staggered shifts with only one person in the office at a 

time. 

  

You can view your account information (Property Taxes and Sewer) on the township 

website (under the Tax Collector/Sewer Clerk tab). Of note you are also able to pay 

your tax bill online. You can pay through ACH or with a credit card. 

  

If you prefer paying by check “in-person”, you can deposit your payment in the 

mailbox outside the front door of the Municipal Building. The mailbox is emptied, and 

payments are posted daily. You can then check the website and see that your payment 

has been posted. If you want a hardcopy receipt mailed to you, instead, you need to 

place a self-addressed, stamped envelope in with your payment. 

  

EARTH DAY, CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 

Happy Earth Day! Today marks the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day, the international 

celebration that launched the modern environmental movement and the 50th Birthday 

of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. Amid all the stress of the 

Coronavirus crisis, take a moment to reflect on this important initiative. Our friends at 

the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJ-DEP) sent along some history to 

ponder. 

  

The first Earth Day, which was the brainchild of Senator Gaylord Nelson from 

Wisconsin, was celebrated by some 20 million Americans on 2,000 college campuses, at 
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10,000 primary and secondary schools, and in hundreds of communities across the 

country. In New Jersey, then Governor William Cahill created the NJDEP, making New 

Jersey the third state in the country to combine environmental activities into a single, 

unified agency. Since then, New Jersey has been on the cutting edge of environmental 

protection, developing programs, setting standards, and creating regulations to ensure 

that you have clean air, water, and communities without contamination. 

  

The NJ-DEP is disappointed they are unable to celebrate the accomplishments as 

planned, but some opportunities for a Virtual Celebration can be found on the DEP 50 

website. 

 

RESTAURANT WEEK OFF TO A GREAT START! 

I have been told by some of the local restaurants that the first couple days of 

Restaurant Week have been strong. It is great that the community is able to support 

the businesses on such a generous level. If you have not checked out all the family 

meal options or the innovative build your own desserts, now is time to dig into the 

menus. 

  

We have more Digital Main Street programs planned, including next week’s, which has 

been expanded to Style, Creativity and Fitness on Main! Be sure to follow the 

communication on our Facebook page and like, share and comment – it helps to 

spread the word to others in the community. 

 

Like you, I look forward to the day when gathering/shopping/dinning is part of our 

normal routine again. As we push through these (hopefully) final days of isolation, 
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know that we will gather again. There is a lot of work to come in rebuilding the 

economy and we will need each other more than ever to get through that phase of this 

crisis. Though none of us can know exactly what that will look like, I know we will find a 

way because we are Harrison Strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


